Verrucous carcinoma--changing concepts in management.
Verrucous carcinoma is an unusual, non-metastasizing, distinct variant of a well differentiated squamous cell carcinoma. Multiple biopsies are frequently necessary to establish its diagnosis. Seven of 10 patients treated with irradiation showed no evidence of anaplastic transformation. A high recurrence rate in tumors of the oral cavity treated with either irradiation or surgery alone is noted. Extensive lesions in this area may benefit from combined therapy. A good response to radiotherapy with a low recurrence rate in small laryngeal lesions is recognized. Irradiation should be considered in the management of this tumor without undue concern for change in its biologic behavior.